by Robert Hallstrom

tap the brake, downshift to second and throttle through rounding the Grand (formally

Loews) hairpin with, if not the same precision of an F1 racecar, certainly with the good-
ness of its technology. Approaching the downhill stretch, which leads to Portier corner, |
throttle up and again brake for the bend, looking for the correct turn-in point. As | correct
for the straight, | take a moment and marvel at the mega-yacht-lined marina. My co-driver

and course navigator says,
“Step on it” | oblige and
proceed to paddle shift
through third and fourth with
rapid abandon. Track condi-
tions are perfect; it is mid-
day, the sun is shining and
suddenly everything goes
dark as we motor through
the tunnel. My co-driver
cracks his window and
smiles. “Listen to that,” he
says. It's the sound of YW’s
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VOLKSWAGEN GTI MK V

Kicking asphalt on the Cote d’Azur

turbocharged 2.0-liter GT
at 6800 rpm echoing off
the tunnel walls. Though
pale in comparison to the
ear-deafening scream of an
F1 engine at 18,000 rpm,
it's a wonderful sound
nonetheless. The location?
A breath taking section of
Monte Carlo’s famed Grand
Prix circuit. My co-driver?
None other than new VW of
America boss Adrian
Hallmark. We're on hand for
the international launch of
VWs fifth-generation GTi.
Can a test drive possibly
get any more challenging?

Hardly. Can there be a bet-
ter setting? Not a chance.
While we did make a

partial lap on the historic
course, most of our time
was spent on equally care-
fully calculated, albeit less
traveled roads throughout
the Cote d'Azur.

As stated, the car fea-
tures VW's already popular
turbocharged 2.0-liter FSI
direct injection powerplant
with 200 bhp, 21 hp more
than the outgoing 1.8T and
on par with the 2.8-liter
VR6 from the same depart-
ing model. Mash the throt-
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GOAHEAD AND SPILLIT...

Drivetrain Loss
What formula or percentage
is it that you use to deter-
mine whp from bhp on
front-wheel-drive cars?

Brian
via the Internet

Calculating wheel horse
power from brake horse
power is nol a simple equa
tion. Percentages of diive
train loss can range usually
from 15-25% loss for man
ual transmissions and 20-
30% for automatics. The
best way to determine the
formula for your specific
vehicle is to put it on a
dyno. Another option would
be to locate a few dyno
charts of your vehicle to
determine the average
wheel horse power. Once
you determine the average
wheel horsepower, take the
stock brake horsepower rat
ing, subtract wheel horse
power and then divide by
the stock brake horsepower.
For example:
(BHP-WHP)/BHP= Drivetrain
Loss %

Which M37?
| am a soldier in the U.S.
Army National Guard
recently deployed to Iraqg.
With the money | am going
to save over the next year
and a half or so, | am think-
ing of buying an E36 M3 to
sit beside my Audi Coupe
Quattro in the driveway
when | get home. I'm won-
dering about the differences
between the 3.0-liter and
the 3.2-liter E36. | know the
3.0 has shorter gearing and
0BD-I; the 3.2, taller gear-

tle and those horses hit the  sporting driving, the DSG actually adds to the overall  super smooth gear ing and OBD-II. Is there a
road with loads of torque ~ quickly removes any feel-  driving experience. Not just  changes. Upshifts transfer in difference in refiability

‘ i S igor - s it . y : between the 3.0 and 3.27
for hearty acceleration. For  ings of lost love. In fact, the  because of the race- a blink of an eye. Ditto for Newer is better to. me

those die-hards who prefer ~ DSG not only improves the inspired paddies, which are  matched-rev downshifts.
rowing their own, a sporting ~ performance dynamics, it certainly fun, but for the Conveniently, it also allows
six-speed manual comes F “ B | youto drop into either full
standard. The car also gets automatic or Sport mode.
an optional six-speed DSG It's a marvelous package
automated manual with and well worth the $900 or
Tiptronic and Sport modes. so investment. VW predicts
This is the package we half of all GTI customers will
tested this time around, as request the option. They'll
we had already spent time be happy to know their car
in the manual several will also come equipped
months prior. with a nice dead pedal so

| must admit, as much their clutch foot doesn't get
as | prefer a manual gear lonely.
box, especially for more Initially introduced State

unless the 3.0 has perform
ance advantages to change
my mind.

=

Davis
via the Internet

The essential differences
between the 3.0-liter 1995
M3 and the 3.2-liter 1996-
1899 M3 are the engine,
on-board diagnostic sys
tems, and the suspension.
Starting in 1996, the M3
received a 3.2-liter engine
in conjunction with the
0OBD-Il emissions control
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side in 1983, the GTI was received with great enthusiasm. Not long after, it was credited as
the first affordable “pocket rocket,” which later helped usher in a new segment of hot hatch-
es. In those days, a feisty 90-bhp, 1.8-liter fuel-injected motor powered the car. The first GTI
also sported blackout trim with red accents and sport seats.

Similar blackout treatment with red accents has returned on the latest offering. So has
the exuberant driving experience thanks to a fully independent, sport-tuned suspension, a
first for the GTI. The car will sit 0.4-inches higher (same as the Golf V) than its European
counterpart due to U.S. 5-mph bumper restrictions. This 2006 VW GTI
unfortu‘nately Iea\{es a Iarggr fender gap than we’d like, Base Price: TBA
even with the optional 18-inch BBS alloys. A little aftermar-  Drivetrain
ket tweaking will easily remedy this for those who prefer a Transverse front engine,
more hunkered-down look. As far as the ride, however, | front-wheel drive
couldn't imagine a better balanced setup. it's not overly 2.0-liter inline four, dohc,
rough, nor too soft. It's certainly more poised for perform- four valves per cylinder, FSI
ance, but not at the sacrifice of comfort. This is a car you direct injection, turbocharged
can drive every day and never grow tired or dread imperfect ~ and intercooled

road surfaces ’ Transinisglon
) : . Six-speed manual standard;
As with all VW models from the past few years, the inte-  Optional six-speed automatic
rior layout and design are more strong points. When posi-  Direct Shift Gearbox (DSG) w/ e 48
tioned behind the flat-bottom, ergonomically contoured gptmn:lucslon RI.CIIIW 3|1qtgup
; ' . p
three-spoke leather steering wheel—which | may add is she with s New Boss

" . | Independent front MacPherson
quite possibly the best steering wheel I've ever held—you struts w/ stabilizer bar, inde-

feel as if you're sitting in a car postioned at a much higher  pendent four-link rear suspen-
price point. All of the controls and surfaces from the dash fé‘l’é‘s‘c"’(;thicc‘s’ﬂ;cﬁ(”ggzb o
down to the center console and along the door panels look 4 sta%ilizer bar

and feel well engineered. Even the shiny bits are real alu- Brakes

minum, not a cheap synthetic. The comfortable and well- ABS, power assisted front vent-
bolstered seats further refine the cockpit and driver experi-  &d disk brakes, rear solid disk

ence. Standard seats come upholstered with cloth, includ- E?ii';fr’sr%‘?eféfrgtni"é’éiaer.pres.

ing a retro-inspired plaid color scheme, or they can be sure Distribution, Hydraulic
trimmed in subtle leather as an option. B:ake AiinS:ant
. i 1o U Qmens
A Also ftanQard on the two-door GTI is VW's “Easy Entry Length x Width x Feight in):
ystem,” which allows rear occupants more entry space 166 x 69 x 58
when the front seats are recessed. | say two-door Wheelbase: 101.5 in.
because for the first time Volkswagen will also offer a Curb Weight: 3,308 Ib

1 . A : 1 Performance
four-door version, which is scheduled to hit dealer show: Peak Power: 200 bhp

rooms in August. @5100 pm

In regard to its spirited performance, a slew of techno- Peak Torque: 207 Ib-ft | hadn't y
logical and safety features as well as refined creature com- @ 1800 pm person and was
forts, there's no question this is the best GTI to date. Some 8"1580”‘9“:'1_6-1065790- they would come
still question the car's not-so-German exterior styling, but 1o Spgﬂ: a6 m?r?' response
it's agreeable to most. (electronically fimited) IR

I'll take mine in black, thank you.
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ec: There are rumors of a future R series for the Jetta,
Passat and other VW models, similar to BMW's M line.
Will we see an R GT-Hinspired car on the showroom fioor?

AH: We are looking at what we can do to create limited-
edition niche models, perhaps not as extreme as the
concept cars, but more than we currently offer. It's cer-
tainly exciting to think about.

ec: In the past few years, Volkswagen has diversified into
new market segments, including moving more upscale.
Has VW targeted its ideal market segments?

AH: In terms of product and market segments, it's
important to expand and evolve both vertically and hori-
zontally, The Beetle is our current entry-level model and
it's been a great icon for the brand, but there's actually a
very large market just below it. We need another peo-
ple’s car, something well below $15,000.

ec: Conversely, sales of the Phaeton have been slow. Can
Volkswagen change the way people think about spending
$75,000 or more for a VW?

AH: | believe that Volkswagen as a brand doesn't just
mean an affordable car. It also means quality German

engineering, good solid styling and a real driver's experi-
ence. And that can apply at whatever price point. VW is not
a zero emotion brand. It engenders something special and
this is true throughout its entire model range.

ec: The GTl is now in its fifth generation and it embodies
some of the best qualities of past GTls. What's your take
on the car?

AH: | love the GTI. | drove one for several months while on
the board at Bentley. It makes me feel ten years younger,
takes me back to the mid-'80s. But then, I've always
owned VW's both new and old, including three GTls, and
this latest generation has really restored my faith. This is
the first GTI in many years that has anywhere near the level
of excitement | remember.

ec: What are your primary goals for the company mov-
ing forward?

AH: To renew confidence and trust in the brand. It's no

secret Volkswagen has great brand awareness, but we have

weaknesses in the customer's consideration of the brand.
Our goal is to develop products that specifically meet the
price, size and feature needs of the North American con-
sumer while maintaining the VW brand values.
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system. In terms of perform
ance, the lwo engines are
on par with each other
However, it is clear that the
1.0-liter engine is easier to
tune for more performance,
owing to its OBD- emission
control system. The 3.2-liter
also has problems with the
EGR pump failing on a regu
lar and consistent basis,
and the problem is worse in
humid climates. OBD-Il in
general can be problematic,
because everything sets
that check engine light, and
you never know the problem
unless you have the codes
read. Aftermarket code
readers leave much to be
desired. The 1995 3.0-liter
M3 actually had taller gear
ing than the 1996 and later
3.2-liter M3. The ratio is
3.15 for the 3.0liter cars,
white a 3.23 limited slip dif
ferential became standard
E36 M3 fare as of 1996.
BMW revised the M3 sus
pension in 1996, due to
complaints from the brie
and-wafer crowd. The front
suspension geometry was
also revised, and the rear
dot stronger control arm
bushings. The net result was
pronounced understeer
soon to supplant neutrality
as the BMW handling
norm—and a somewhat
softer ride front and rear.

More Shootouts Please
I've never seen a shootout
among the E46 M3 tuners.
I'd like to see track and
drag runs as well as real
world driving, and | would
actually like to see separate
normally-aspirated and
forced induction versions. |
know I'm probably not the
first to ask for this, but |
hope you'll seriously consid
er it. We need an independ-
ent, well-respected third
party to separate the wheat
from the chaff. There is a lot
of boasting going on in this
market and it's time to put
up or shut up. This would be
a HUGE seller on the maga-
zine stand and | know every
subscriber would eat it up.

Will Simmons
Atlanta, GA

You never know, Will. We've
considered events like an

M3 Challenge, but have not
committed to anything yet.




