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DIY: Installing the chrome trimmed window and mirrors switches

Another little DIY for those of you that would like to change their boring black window and mirror switches to the ones that have the
chrome/brushed aluminum trim on them.
The part numbers for the new switches are:
Driver door window switch panel: 5K4-959-857-XSH (you need 1)
Front passenger and both rear door window switches: 5K0-959-855-XSH (you need 3)
Driver door mirror switch, electric and heated: 5K1-959-565-XSH (you need 1)
Note, if you have a 2 door, the driver door switch panel is a different part number and you only need one of the single switch, not three.

I will start with the rear doors, they are both the same so I will show only one side (driver side).

Here is what we are starting with:

And what we are installing:

First, start by removing the screw at the bottom of the door panel:
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It looks a little different than a normal screw:

Then, remove the trim along the door armrest area to reveal two more screws:
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Next, pull the door panel off. It has 6 clips holding it in, 3 on the front part 3 on the rear part, and at the top it slides into the window channel.
Once it is loose from the car, unplug 2 harnesses, one from the tweeter in the door and one from the window switch, and remove the cable for the
door latch (little tab pulls back and it comes right out) and take the door panel all the way off:
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Now look at the backside of the door panel and locate the switch trim area:

With a small screwdriver, push on the tab that hold the trim in place and pop it off from the top of the door panel:
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Take the black switch out of the trim and install the chrome trimmed one in there:
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Re-install the trim in the door panel, re-attach the door pull cable and both harnesses, put the top of the door panel in the window channel, push
in all 6 clips, re-install the two screws in the armrest and put the armrest trim back on (rear most side first), re-install the bottom screw and
enjoy the new look:

Do the other rear door the same way.

For the front doors, it's pretty much the same except that there are 3 screws in the armrest instead of 2, and the driver's door will have 4
harnesses (window switch, door locks, door LED and rear view mirror switch), the passenger side door will have 2 harnesses (window switch and
door lock).

Here is what we are installing in the front driver side door (passenger side will have a single window switch like the rear one and no mirror switch
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obviously):

Here is what you are starting with:

Remove the bottom screw:
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Remove the door panel armrest trim to expose the 3 screws:
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Remove the door panel the same way you removed the rear ones, but remember the driver's door has 4 harnesses instead of 2. Here you can see
3 connectors on the first pic (window switch, door lock switch and mirror switch) and 2 connectors on the second pic (door LED and the mirror
switch from the first pic again):

Locate the area where the trim that holds the window and mirror switches is:
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This trim has tabs on the sides that you can just push in with your fingers:

Once it's out, pull out the window switch and the mirror switch and install the new chrome trimmed ones:
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Re-install the trim in the door panel, re-attach the door pull cable and all 4 harnesses harnesses (2 on passenger side), put the top of the door
panel in the window channel, push in all 6 clips, re-install the three screws in the armrest and put the armrest trim back on (rear most side first),
re-install the bottom screw and enjoy the new look:

Once again, I am not responsible for anything you do on your car, this is just intended as a guide, do it at your own risk !
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  Reply With Quote      

Great walkthrough--as always, photos and descriptions are top notch. I frequented the inside of my MKIV Jetta's doors (window regulators, mirror
switch, door lock module...) so have wondered how to disassemble these. Only thing is, the chrome-trimmed switches come stock on the GTI, so
though a nice little mod to class up the interior for the TDI/JSW crew, it's already been done for many of us! 
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Great write up and awesome pics. It's a nice subtle change too. I like it! 

Thanks.
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Thanks !

Way to rub it in !  I know it comes standard on the GTI, and it should be standard on the Golf TDI too I think !
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 Originally Posted by santos. 

Great walkthrough--as always, photos and descriptions are top notch.

 Originally Posted by santos. 

Only thing is, the chrome-trimmed switches come stock on the GTI, so though a nice little mod to class up the interior for the
TDI/JSW crew, it's already been done for many of us! 
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Well, that's cool and a little disappointing at the same time. I'm supposed to pick up my GTI this week sometime, so I didn't realize I already had
this "mod". I guess I can erase this from my "to-do" list that I just added it to! 
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But yeah, I agree. Sometimes I really wonder how mow much more a given part could possibly cost to produce, e.g. the chrome trimmed pieces
over the standard black pieces. It seems the cost to design and manufacture two separate versions could be greater. I would be surprised if
anyone wouldn't prefer them, especially combined with all the other nice brushed interior pieces.
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Way to rub it in !  I know it comes standard on the GTI, and it should be standard on the Golf TDI too I think !
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exactly my point !
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But yeah, I agree. Sometimes I really wonder how mow much more a given part could possibly cost to produce, e.g. the chrome
trimmed pieces over the standard black pieces. It seems the cost to design and manufacture two separate versions could be
greater. I would be surprised if anyone wouldn't prefer them, especially combined with all the other nice brushed interior pieces.
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Very nice write up, I plan on doing this mod at some point, but since I have a jetta sedan does anybody know if the gas and trunk release
switches are available in this brushed aluminum trim? If so what are the part numbers
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Man you are killing it with great mods for a TDI. I have thism the glovebx handle, and your taillight mods all book marked and waiting for parts.
thanks for being the guy who drops loot and shows how it is done properly.
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hehe thanks, I had a budget before buying the car and it's almost reached now, but the car is pretty much the way I want it  Getting the
leather put in next week and then that's it for a while 
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Can't find a part number for one with a chrome trim, looked at the US and Euro Jettas and Passat/CC
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 Originally Posted by TXRanger83 

Very nice write up, I plan on doing this mod at some point, but since I have a jetta sedan does anybody know if the gas and trunk
release switches are available in this brushed aluminum trim? If so what are the part numbers
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Thanks for checking
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 Originally Posted by 71sbeetle 

Can't find a part number for one with a chrome trim, looked at the US and Euro Jettas and Passat/CC
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Where are you getting the leather done?? Is it a Katzkin or similar product? All custom? How much? Do tell...Join Date:
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Katzkin yes since it's the VWoA approved aftermarket leather. I got a KILLER deal from the dealer I bought the car from but they weren't able to
have it installed before I picked the car up, so I am paying about $200 more down here, about $1200
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 Originally Posted by B64MO 

Where are you getting the leather done?? Is it a Katzkin or similar product? All custom? How much? Do tell...
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That's not too bad. Replacement OEM leather from the GTI lists for about $1300...PER SEAT! And the back seats counts as two!!

I deal with JE here in ATL as well. Thx
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 Originally Posted by B64MO 

That's not too bad. Replacement OEM leather from the GTI lists for about $1300...PER SEAT! And the back seats counts as two!!

I deal with JE here in ATL as well. Thx
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It's suggested HERE that you don't have to do any of this to install them, just pop them out using a thin blade. 
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tried that, couldn't get them off and ended up scratching the door panel around the trim 

Join Date:
Location:

Posts:
Vehicles:

Apr 12th, 2002
West Palm Beach,

Florida
30,660
1971 Super Beetle,

2013 Passat TDI SEL Premium,
2014 Golf TDI Manual

71sbeetle 

Moderator

09-19-2010 07:15 PM   #18

 Originally Posted by TWinbrook46636 

It's suggested HERE that you don't have to do any of this to install them, just pop them out using a thin blade. 
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While you had the door panel off, did it look like the arm rest fabric/padding was easily removed? thinking of having mine redone in leather...
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Please stop posting new things to put in my car..  

Must resist..... 

Nice write-up and pictures Join Date:
Location:
Posts:
Vehicles:

Jan 9th, 2005
Maryland
5,359
JSW TDi
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Member
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no, they are the only reason that when I had the opportunity to either install my leather myself or let someone do it, I let someone do it JUST
because of the door panels. 
If you're good with plastic rivetting, hot glue, etc ... then you'll be fine
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 Originally Posted by jmblur 

While you had the door panel off, did it look like the arm rest fabric/padding was easily removed? thinking of having mine redone in
leather...
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Where did you buy the parts? I can't find them on my regular parts sites...Join Date:
Posts:

Oct 3rd, 2010
135
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Member
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 Originally Posted by furahi 

Where did you buy the parts? I can't find them on my regular parts sites...
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At my local VW dealer 
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here: full set switches for sale 
http://www.bold-sport.com/store/inde...&product_id=83
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