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DIY: Add rear footwell lights

DIY: Add footwell lights to rear 

Disclaimer: I, nor anybody else is/are responsible for anything that happens, to you, your
car or anybody else. This worked for me, my car still drives, I'm still alive. If you have

suggestions, feel free to post, or pm.

PLEASE take the time to read through the wall of text as it might possibly help understand what
needs to be done, and give you a general idea of what to do before you begin, although it’s not

complicated, it might answer some questions and prevent some headaches.

_________________________________________________
General Info

VW decided not to include rear footwell lights, so we will simply "add" them.
This will be based on the Bold-Sport "kit", so I suggest you get it since it makes life easier:
http://www.bold-sport.com/store/inde...product_id=131
From what I've seen it's the best price around for what you need. Gives you an excuse to buy
other stuff on there too.
I'm going to go ahead and say this is going to be way easier to do on a 4-Door ^_^
The rears WILL be dimmable like the fronts as both are connected together

What’s needed?

Bold Sport Footwell kit
If you want to have an 'OEM' look: Cloth tape (the one you see all over the car)
Quick Splices (not sure on gauge # but small.
Flash light or other light source
Electrical tape (maybe)
Extra LED bulbs to match front (Only if you replaced your OEM setup)

I did not take many pictures as its rather self explanatory once you start doing it. 
Read through it first, and once you see the pieces you'll know what to do.

What to do:
Step 1: The basics: Ignition off. Making sure the interior lights are off is good too so you don't blow a
fuse or something.

Step 2a. Remove rear seat bottom. 
(This will give you access to the carpet, allowing you to lift it and route the wiring) 
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== Step 2b: Move both front seats forward, and raise them to max height. 
(This gives you more space for seat removal and it helps for later routing of wires) 
Do one side at a time. So for example go on passenger side, grab the seat from the bottom, push
towards rear of car and give it a tug, going up. Repeat for other side. There is only two "tabs"

== Step 2c: Towards the back of the seat there is sort of a hook mechanism. Push towards rear of
car and lift at the same time, and it should get freed.

== Step 2d: The back part of the seat is a little tricky as you need to sort of need to push down, and
pull at the same time to get it away from the seat belt locks and the plastic pieces. Work on it a bit
and it will come out. Helps to do sides first and then the middle. Remove from car and set it aside.

http://tapatalk.com/tapatalk_image.php?img=aHR0cDovL2ltZy50YXBhdGFsay5jb20vZC8xNC8wMi8xOS9vcmlnaW5hbC80YXJlOHl6dS5qcGc%3D
http://tapatalk.com/tapatalk_image.php?img=aHR0cDovL2ltZy50YXBhdGFsay5jb20vZC8xNC8wMi8xOS9vcmlnaW5hbC83YWJlcGU4eS5qcGc%3D


08/04/14, 12:16DIY: Add rear footwell lights - VW GTI MKVI Forum / VW Golf R Forum / VW Golf MKVI Forum / VW GTI Forum - Golfmk6.com

Page 3 of 7http://www.golfmk6.com/forums/showthread.php?t=73370

Step 3: Here you have to decide which side you want to use for power. I choose the passenger side
simply because I have a lot less wiring done there. It's away from the fuse box which is where radar
detector and other things are hooked up so if I could avoid adding extra stuff I will. Footwell light is
also easier to get to, with that said, I'm writing this assuming you picked the passenger side, I would
suggest it.

Step 4: At this point, your rear seat should be out, front seats up and forward, and you should see
the carpet finishing where the back seats were.
Look at the wiring kit you got from Bold-Sport.
One connector will have 4 wires sticking out of it and the other only two. Obviously the connector with
two 'spare' wires, is the one that has to be on the passenger side as those wires will be used for
ground and live/power. 

Step 5: Take the connector with the two wires, lift up the carpet (don't worry, it will go back to it's
"shape"), and reach in towards the seat. Stay close to the right (center of car). You can exit next to

http://tapatalk.com/tapatalk_image.php?img=aHR0cDovL2ltZy50YXBhdGFsay5jb20vZC8xNC8wMi8xOS9vcmlnaW5hbC9nYThlN2F0dS5qcGc%3D
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the vents under the seat. 

Step 6: If you look under the seat there is a spot for the housing to fit into perfectly, right in the
center. Route the wire from the edge of the "metal seat bracket" so the connector is "inside" and it
hangs from that hole rather than going up into it. Connect the housing and let it hang a bit loose

Step 7: Route the wire close to the center, over the hump, and repeat for the passenger side. Drag
wire under carpet towards cut away section under seat, put the connector "inside" so it hangs from
the hole, and connect the housing.

Step 8: Route the extra two wires towards the front of the passenger seat. You will see there is
another opening there, sort of a flap. 

Step 9: Loosen trim piece along the door sill (just pull up on it) enough to give you access to the
carpet and route the wire under carpet from flap opening to the area where you removed the trim
piece. 

Step 10: Remove footwell housing under glovebox, disconnect housing, and pull the wiring out a bit.
You can use a flat head and pull it down. 

Step 11: Route wires towards the front footwell light, making sure to stay under the plastic trim
pieces. Again, your wires have to end up, so they're coming OUT of the hole where the footwell light
is, and not IN. You go behind the plastic in the corner. 

Step 12: Brown is ground / Red is live. Whatever method you use to tap into the front footwell for
power, match the colors. You can use quick splices here, soldering or just a regular strip and wrap
around with electrical tape. 

At this point, TEST the footwells, to see that they work. They will function just like the fronts, so
they will dim and such. 
If all checks out, go on. 

Step 13: Now while in the back of the car, you can tug the wires either direction to give them "slack".
The "kit" is long enough for both sides to have slack. If you routed close to the center then you should
be ok. 

Step 14: The reason the seats were forward and up is because that should be the maximum amount
the wire will get "dragged". Therefore to test, lower the seat, push it back, push it forward, repeat and
check the wiring so it doesnt get pulled. 

Step 15: Use the cloth tape and wrap it around the wires to make it look "OEM"

http://tapatalk.com/tapatalk_image.php?img=aHR0cDovL2ltZy50YXBhdGFsay5jb20vZC8xNC8wMi8xOS9vcmlnaW5hbC95cmFnYXBlaC5qcGc%3D
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Step 16: Pop in all the footwell housings, snap the trim piece back in, re-install rear seat and you're
done

Enjoy & Feel free to ask questions and I'll try to help anyway I can.
If it has helped you, say thanks! Support is always appreciated.

__________________
2012 Rising Blue 4Dr VW Golf .:R 6spd
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jrkob
Go Kart Newbie

 
Drives: Golf R
Join Date: Apr 2013
Location: Hong-Kong
Posts: 28

Wow it looks bada$$ !!!
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kern417
Formula 3000 Driver

 
Drives: '09 Jetta
Join Date: May 2012
Location: Louisville, KY
Posts: 3,309

nice, i didn't even know they sold a kit for this. my only concern is hoping it
matches the LEDs i already have in the front footwells.
__________________
There's a little bit of rice in all of us.

  

 02-20-2014, 08:32 AM   #4

DSGVW
Formula 3000 Driver

 

 
Drives: 2012 CSG GTI DSG
Join Date: Oct 2011
Location: Chelmsford, MA
Posts: 3,632

Looks great and makes me want to do this.. but since I've only had someone in my
backseats once in 2 years, not worth it for me. lol

  

 02-20-2014, 09:00 AM   #5

UNFORGIVABLE
Formula 5000 Driver

 

 
Drives: Black Mk6 GTI
Join Date: May 2011
Location: NYC :(
Posts: 1,611

Awesome! Now I can light up my pile of loose tools behind my seat!
__________________
MK6 BMP GTI - Magnaflow CBE // Godspeed Catless DP // LED Tails // R Headlights
// AirLift Autopilot V2 // Corvette Sawblades (For Sale)

AUDI FLAT 5's for sale.
PM for Details
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